CHAPTER  III
ENGLISH SCHOOLS AND UNIVERSITIES IN THE
TUDOR PERIOD
In the 16th century, the course of English education was
profoundly influenced by the twin movements of the Renaissance
and the Reformation. The influence of the Renaissance was the
earlier and its effects were already being felt in English schools in
the 15th century.
Leach corrects the common error that the Renaissance was due
to the introduction of Greek. "Through an unfortunate misrepre-
sentation by the self-lauding reformers of the sixteenth century,
the Renaissance has in the educational sphere come to be considered
as synonymous with the introduction of Greek into the curriculum
of schools, and particularly with Colet's statutes for the 'newe
Scole of Powles' in 1510, in which for the first time Greek was
suggested as a desideratum, though not demanded as a sine qua
non, the High Master being required to be one who knew Greek,
4Yf swyche could be gotten.'... The revival of Greek was an effect,
not the cause of the Renaissance. ... It was not the introduction
of Greek at Winchester and Eton, New College and Magdalen, and
its appearance in the statutes of St. Paul's School, which made them
the great schools and colleges of the day and their scholars the
leading Humanists of their age. On the contrary, Greek was
introduced in those colleges and schools because they were the
advanced institutions of the day. Because they were scholarly and
literary they took to Greek. It was not Greek which made them
scholarly and literary." l
He quite correctly insists that the very term "Renaissance" is
misleading. There was no rebirth of learning because learning
had never died out. The old jibe of the 19th century that the
Middle Ages were the Dark Ages has been answered by the work
of modern scholars. The difference between the Middle Ages and
the period which followed them was a difference of attitude and
it may be summed up in the one word, Humanism. As he writes,
"The true virtue of what is known as the Renaissance is much better
1 A. F. Leach. The Schools of Medieval England, pp. 246-8, Methuen, 1915.
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